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Russell Monical — RM
Megan Anderson — MA
(Side A)
MA: What’s your name?
RM: Russell Monical.
MA: Uhm, when were you born?
RM: 3-24-18
MA: Ok, and how many brothers and sisters did you have?
RM: 1 uh,- [unclear] my family [unclear] one died at sixteen. In total there was nine of

us that reached maturity.

MA:

And where were you born?

RM: Cimarron.

MA:

So have you lived here all your life?

RM: I was uh, six years in the navy and then I was one year in junior college.

MA:

RM:

Uhm, when you were in school did you have like a job?

No, we lived on a farm. I milked, helped milk forty some cows before I went to

school in the morning. That was my job.

MA:

And like, uhm, when you were like, when you were in , . . Dust storms, Did, was it

hard to get the animals round up.

RM:

MA:

I didn’t quite hear you.

During the dust storms, like was 1t hard to get the animals?




RM: Itwas...wedidn’t even get to finish our senior year in high school the dirt was so
bad. They just sent us our diplomas and . . . It was horrible. People lost their lives by
dust pneumonia they called it but was just . . .

MA: Do you remember grasshopper like plagues? Do you remember grasshoppers
coming?

RM: Oh ves.
MA: Was there a lot of them?

RM: Oh yes there was. At times, some years, it all depended on the hatch or what not
but then after they come up with grasshopper poison and stuff like that well we could
control the hoppers.

MA: Uh, did . .. was it really hot?

RM: Oh, no different than it is now, I don’t think, More wind it seems like then than
there is now but . . .

MA: Uhm, do you remember any jackrabbit drives?
RM: Oh, yes, we used to have a lot of them.
MA: Like how many jackrabbits do you think you got in them?

RM: L, 1, I have no idea but I see if maybe the grasshoppers had really . . . jackrabbits
had really traipsing over but they would get a, they decided to drive like uh, four sections
you know. People around there all working toward the middle. You’d get coyotes in
there, once in awhile you’d get a deer. And people would go in and club the jackrabbits
and kill them and they sent the meat . . . I heard a rabbits someplace was food for animals
and uh, [unclear] and things like that.

MA: Did you, did you eat them?

RM: 1 wouldn’t. Now when we were younger uh, we ate rabbit, There’d be a tame, er,
not a tame rabbit but a young rabbit and [ mean it was just like chicken. It’s, it was that
good.

MA: Ok, did like, did you like have any entertainment during the dust storm or could
you not do anything?

RM: No, there was . . . you couldn’t go anyplace and uh, like when it finally turned new
out then about all you could do was stay at home. Tt would ruin, the dirt, if you drove a
car in the dirt it would ruin it. It got so much dirt in 1t, it would eat it up.




MA: Uhm, ok, do you remember any really bad ones? Any really bad dust storms?
RM: Oh, we had a blizzard in uh, one year; it killed off all the cattle. We all, it was
something like the forty head. They were in our lot with protection but they still froze to
death.

MA: Uhm, did you ever like, know anybody that got lost in one?

RM: Notreally. It comes to where you couldn’t . . . you just stayed put until it cleared
up.

MA: Like did all your food have like dirt in it?

RM: You had dirt in ever thing. There was no way to keep it out. I mean, we used to
take gunny sacks — if you know what that is — and splif them and hang them on the
windows and wet them down but then they’d soon be clogged up and you’d have to go
beat the dirt off of them and then it would just go away just like it came you know. Just

like the wind does now, if dies down and . . .

MA: Ok, uhm, all right now let’s talk about the war. Like what news did you hear about
before the US was in it?

RM: What you say?

MA: What news did you hear about the war before the US was in it?

RM: Well, we knew we were going to war with Japan. 1 mean everybody knew fhat; we
just didn’t know when. I, to this day, I always believed that we knew that Japan was
going to strike Pearl Harbor but we didn’t think they’d do the damage they did.

MA: Were you in the service before they struck Pearl Harbor.

RM: I joined it in January 16, 1941.

MA: Were you anywhere near Pearl Harbor when it happened?

RM: What?

MA: Were you anywhere near Pearl Harbor when it happened?

RM: Just about uh, day out of . . . it was a day and a half out of Pearl Harbor. We were
on our way. Iwas on a new submarine and we were on our way there.

MA: What was it like to be on a submarine, I mean, was it really confined?




RM: Well, they were . . . I don’t we pushed the panic button but we took extreme
caution you know, so that nothing . . . I mean they wouldn’t Iet us talk to anybody or
things like that. They just clamped down on everything,

MA: Was like, were all your brothers and sisters in the war?

RM: Yes and I'm real proud of that fact. Out of nine of us living, seven of us served in
world war II but uh, my folks never got any recognition for that and I always felt kind of
bad about that because you know having a heck of a strain on both of them and what not,
but luckily none of us was killed. Come close a couple of times.

MA: Well, were, any of your brothers and sisters like, in like actually fighting, like were
any of then actually fighting. Did they, like, shoot people?

RM: Uhm, my sister Alice was in uh, was, was in the present Germany. She was a nurse
and everything like that and uh, my older brother Bob was a, he was stationed in England
driving a truck but then Ralph and Bill were both younger, but they served too. 1ran into
my brother in Pearl Harbor one time. He was on a aircraft carrier, the Yorktown, and we
docked just ahead of them and I didn’t know that that was the Yorktown and he didn’t
know that . . . but we happened to find out. We got together and had nice time in Pearl, if
you can call it that.

MA: Uhm, like what made you want to be a submarine fighter, or did they just put you
there?

RM: Oh, I asked for it because . . . I went a chief influenced me. Told me, he said being
as I come from a large family he said, “You won’t have any trouble getting alone.” He
said, “There is confinement and stuff like that and so, and then the extra pay.” And it
was also called the [unclear] navy, blue jeans, you know. We weren’t as strict as the
surface Navy and our officers were just like we were, If you couldn’t get alone they just
transfer you to the hull but that was . . . We was really fortunate with the people that we
had. Imean. ..

MA: Do you, did you have like friends like there?

RM: What?

MA: Did you have friends on there, on the submarine?

RM: Oh yes, a lot of friends.

MA: Do you still keep in touch with them or . . .?

RM: Ido, acouple of them. A couple of them are down in Florida, a young man, I get a

Christmas card from him and I sent him and his wife one and then there was several
others that I of course bond with and were close too.




MA: Were you ever like in a war? Did you, [ mean were you, did you ever go every,
were you ever like fighting? Did you ever, like, shoot people? Did you get shot at?

RM: What?

MA: Did you get, did people shoot at you?
RM: Yes.

MA: did you ever get hit?

RM: No. We were real fortunate. I always felt kind of odd about thisis: Thada
machine gun on the battle surface and you have to have a lot of little boats out and just —
we called them picket boats — that were out were uh giving our position away and
everything like that. And this one boat had just gone [unclear] out there with some rice
and catch his own fish — that’s the way they lived. And uh, he was kind of boxy and had
a boat made of balsa wood, which doesn’t sink. And we, I don’t know how much
ammunition we wasted on that guy but we finally got him. I, T and another guy were the
only two firing on the left side of the ship and we got him but you know and that still
haunts me, waking up at night or grieving about that guy getting his head blown off, you
know, was is not a pretty picture, Il tell you.

MA: Was that like the only one you ever remember, like vividly killing?
RM: That, it’s what?
MA: Is that the only one you ever remember like vividly killing?

RM: Oh, yeah, but I mean like ever time we sunk a ship well, you know, that there’s no
telling how many people went down on a ship and everything like that but -

MA: Did you sink a lot of ships?

RM: We got, uh, I think seventeen in Pearl and a couple . . . You had to prove that you
sank a ship. By that I mean uh, we had to take photographs. We had a [unclear] from
Kodak. There was one of the members aboard a boat and he designed a camera to take
pictures through telescope and we had to picture that. At night, if you sunk at night
which was our favorite time, picture of it burning or something like that they give you
credit for it.

MA: Uhm, was the, how was the food on the, how was the food on the submarine?
RM: The food was the best in the Navy. I mean, they really fed us good. I mean, of

course going to sea for sixty days at a time you did run out of fresh stuff and things like
that but we had, you could never complain about the food. We had good cooks and the




officers would take the same food that we did. Theirs was just served by a mess
lieutenant. We helped ourselves but, you know, that’s part of it.

MA: Uhm, where did you enlist at?

RM: 1enlisted in Garden City. 1was, I knew I was going to be drafted but I didn’t want,
I didn’t like the draft board member here, and so I went up to Garden City and joined the
Navy but I told them I would wait to go until I was drafted. And they agreed because
they were having hard trouble, or hard time filling their quotas, and when I got my notice
well | called them up on a Priday and they said, “Show up Monday.” And that was
January the sixteenth of 41 so I was on my way.

MA: Ok, and uh, like before that do you have, or like, I don’t know if you had anything
to do with this but like shortages of food? Was that while you were away at war?

RM: No, no we never lacked food.

MA: Or like ration cards. Did you ever have fo deal with those?
RM: What?

MA: Did you ever have to use a ration card?

RM: My folks did but we didn’t.

MA: Ididn’t know if that was like, ok, and like the branch of war you served in would
be like . . .

RM: The Navy, Submarine.

MA: Yeah, the Navy. And like, where did you go like when on a submarine? Did you
just. ..

RM: Well from Garden City I went to Great Lakes, [llinois, just north of Chicago where
I took uh, my boot camp fraining in the dead of winter and it was cold, and then I went to
uh electrical school learn how to, gyrocompass school and things like that and then there

to the submarines.

MA: And then like when you, after you went to war, like where, where were you at, like
doyou...

RM: We operated out of Pearl Harbor mostly and then we went into Australia, which
was wonderful. Great people down there.

MA: Did you, did you get to go on land?




RM: Oh, yeah, we had, see after Pearl run, we took two weeks in a hotel while they
worked on our boat and to refit it as they called it and then uh, when that was up we had
to take a third of a new crew on every time so we had trainees, to train them and that was
very important because every job on a submarine is important. Any one person could
sink a ship, you know, your own ship but, but uh, I always liked it because it just made
me feel safer, that everybody knew what they was doing. And our officers were the same
way, I mean, they had to take the training just like we did.

MA: And uhm, like what jobs did you have?

RM: 1was a motor machinist. My, that was running the diesel engines and, and
[unclear] which is air compressors and things like that.

MA: Ok, do you remember any specific battles besides that one?

RM: Well, uh, the battle of Midway, we were in that. We never sighted any enemy.
Somebody sighted us; they fired two torpedoes at us but they missed, fortunately. That,
that was just about the size of that.

MA: And like, ok, like what year did get back from the war, like . . .?

RM: What?

MA: When did you come back from the war?

RM: I, well when the war was over 1 still had several years to serve because 1'd enlisted
for six years and spent them on the east coast at submarine base in the Port of New
Hampshire and stuff like that.

MA: And what did you do there?

RM: What?

MA: What did you do there? Did you just have like . . .7

RM: [still didn’t understand your question.

MA.: What did you do there, like. . .

RM: What did we do there? We just practiced, trained and everything like that.

MA: Ok, and like after that what did you come back and do?

RM: Tcome back and went to farming but I decided to stay in and then I changed my

mind and I come back and helped my father for a year or two and then I bought some
land and farmed on it.




MA: Were you married before you went to war?

RM: No, | was going with my wife but we didn’t get married. I come back on leave and
uh, December 1943 and we were married then.

MA: And was that when you were still in the, in the army?

RM: Yes, yes,

MA: And so did she go to Pearl —

RM: Yeah, she went with me to . . . we lived in uh, Port, er uh, Port Smith demand here
which was a submarine base and uh, in New [unclear] Connecticut which is a real base
and a school of all submarine head quarters.

MA: And what is like this stuff you have?

RM: What?

MA: What is like this stuff you have (indicating stuff on table)?

RM: That’s, I got that and this here is the fifth highest-ranking Navy, medal you can get,
MA: And you, you got this for [unclear] in the war, for like . . .

RM: Inever did tell my kids what a goal I did, you know, because I had a couple boys,
you know, I figured they might get in the service and go out, try to out do me and get

killed or something like that so they didn’t even know what it was for,

MA: So you showed if to them and they just didn’t know what it was for? You showed
it to them and they just didn’t know what it was for?

RM: Yeah, gave it to my grandson, I gave it to Matt (Monical} and he, he’s going to . . .
MA: And what’s this?

RM: That’s when I got this medal. That’s Admiral [unclear], the biggest man we had.
MA: And he was your officer?

RM: Well, he, no he was a admiral, Nimitz (sp?) was the commander and chief of all the
Navy and uh, [unclear]. Here is uh a picture of our crew. This was taken up in Dutch

Harbor, Alaska. We had a kid with appendicitis and we had to go in there to . .

MA: In Alaska?




RM: Uh-huh, if’s on the‘ islands.
MA: Was it really cold there?

RM: It, well, this was in summertime and it wasn’t that bad, we, you see most of us were
wearing coats. Our knickers wasn’t ., , Can you pick me out of that bunch?

MA: No, there is too many of them. They all look the same.

RM: That was really plain . . . well now I've got to look . . . right there. This guy right
here.

MA: Did you know that guy beside you?
RM: What?
MA: Did you know . . .

RM: Oh, yeah, you knew everybody. I mean we slept real, in close quarters you know
and . ..

MA: Did you ever get like claustrophobic?

RM: It never bothered me because uh . . . it bothered some people. Some people just
couldn’t take it but what they’d do with them was just put nothing in their record and just
send them to what we called sucker’s crap (?) and, they just went in there. But, most
people knew what they was getting into and could take it.

MA: Ok and then, after, did you, is that what you, is that what you did for the rest of . . .
like farmed?

RM: Yes. Then I started carrying mail on up the . . . I don’t remember which . . . T took
the application or take the test for it. Got the job and I carried mail and I ended up with
thirty some years of service to the government,

MA: Ok, and [unclear] about all I have. Uhm, how did you feel about the war?

RM: Oh, uh, it was something that they say we had to do but I have always felt like this:
there are people who profited from the war and what not. They’ve had to, they had to go
out and profit. There wouldn’t be very many wars but that’s a different story, you know,
they tell you, “go out and fight and I stay back home.” But you know that’s been the
history of our world, has fighting. And usually it’s a difference in religion, you know,
that caused, used cause all the wars. That wasn’t particularly the case with World War 1T
but like they told us, that was the war to end all wars and we’ve been fighting ever since
50 ... it"s the way of life.
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MA: Uhm, did like the war change any of like your activities or habits, like . . .?
RM: No, not really.

MA: Uhm, were you like ever in a community where you were like treated differently
because of —

RM: No,

MA: And uhm, ok, did you have entertainment on the submarines? Like did you ever do
anything, like did you ever do anything for fun on the submarines?

RM: Well, we played cribbage. Everybody would play cribbage, even the officers . . .
we’d have contests, you know and stuff like that. Officers would [unclear]. Our captain
was pretty good but we beat him too.

MA: Did you ever worry that we might not win?

RM: Never, there was never any doubt in my mind. It wasjustuh. .. like I told rﬁy dad
- and I was wrong — when I come home on leave just before the war started, I said, “We
can whip the Japs in six weeks.” Well, more like six years.

MA: Uhm, did like anyone you know, did anyone you know get killed?

RM: Oh, yes. Thad lots of . . . Like I say, we changed, took a third of the crew off every
time, every time we made a Pear] run and they’d go to another boat and things like that
and there were a lot of them that were good friends that died and there, and well people
like my age — I'm eighty-four — are, are you know are dicing today T mean just old age
and things like that.

MA: Yeah, uhm, like do you know anyone from Cimarron that got killed?

RM: That got killed? Yeah, Dwight, uh, Robert and the Rohrbaugh boy that justuh . . .
when we had a BNW here the post was named after Robert Rohrbaugh and Dwight
Roberis was on one of the battleships that took a bomb straight down and the Arizona and
Imean, they, he never knew, you know they don’t know what hit them or anything like
that and Rohrbaugh was killed in uh one of the islands. Tt was, T forget which one, but he
was the last one killed in World War II from here.

MA: Did you go to Hawaii on a submarine or did you like fly there?

RM: Went on a Submarine.

MA: Ok, where did you leave from?
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RM: Uhm, [unclear] went down, went through the canal and, which is to somebody
from Kansas was quite a deal to see that, to see the iguanas. You, we was always warned
to never eat fried chicken in Panama because nine times out of ten it would be iguana.
Their meat was the same color of a chicken you know. Inever got that far. We ate our
own food.

MA: Ok and ok, did the war have any affect on your physical or mental . . . or that of
others?

RM: 1don’t think bothered me any. Some pedple it did but it was something that they
had to do. You know it was one of those things to go out and get it over with.

MA: Ok, have you visited any memorials or participated in any ceremonies?

RM: Yes, uh, we had an organization in Kansas and uh, and a national organization -
I"ve written to both of them. We have memorial in Wichita. One of the parks are then,
there’s a uh national memorial in [unclear] Connecticut, the head quarters and also one in
Washington DC that I’ve never been too.

MA: And when you got to Hawaii after Pearl Harbor was like everything like, was it
chaotic?

RM: Well, yes, when they put so many service men in there, I mean, it was just, you
know, uh, it was not an awful big place but they took uh like six hundred thousand
service men in there, you know, marines, army and navy and everything. 1t’s kind of
messed up, I mean, I just, well I just didn’t do much messing around out there because of
the crews. I mean, it just wasn’t worth it.

MA: Uhm, have you ever been to Hawaii since the war?

RM: No, I haven’t. Thave no desire to go back because when I was there it was
uncluttered. It was primarily owned by five families, English families, and it was
beautiful, the first time I’ve ever seen anything like that in my life . . . Diamond Head,

you know, and all that. It’s really something else.

MA: Ok, and uhm . .. Ok, sorry, hold on . . . Ok, T think that’s . . . was there anything
else you want to talk about?

RM: No, I, like I say about being seven of us in the service at one time, and this is the
invitation I got to President Bush’s inaugural and all t hat,

MA: Was this the first President Bush?
RM: Yes. See we’d pick him out of the water out (?) in the Pacific, got shot down.

MA: Your boat did?
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RM: His airplane did, see he had a . . . he was flying a bomber, a single engine bomber,
but it had a radioer on it and a machine gunner on it and both of them never made it, but
Bush did. He wasn’t in the water too long but we picked up a bunch of other pilots. We
hated that kind of duty because we had to stay on the surface in our submarine, stopped
on the surface is just a sitting duck for somebody with a gun, you know. But we did, T
think we picked up nineteen [unclear] or something like that, but . . .

MA: Ok, how did you feel when the war ended?
RM: Happy.
MA: Happy? Uhm. ..

RM: Tt was, I come back, my wife was back here we lost a child, our first child. And T
come back and got her and we were on our way back to the east coast when the war
ended and I mean, it was just something out couldn’t believe. We stopped someplace to
try to spend the night in Ohio and they just, people were just, you know, so excited and
so happy that the war was over, why, you couldn’t get any rest, you couldn’t do anything.
A service man was great big then, but as soon as the war was over they soon forgot that.

MA: Ok and uhm, that’s it. Ok, thank you for. ..

RM: Oh, that’s all right. I think we got a real good bunch of young people. Of course
Matt (Monical) was one of my favorites and everything like. You young people are
honestly the greatest in the world, right here in western Kansas. Sure you get a bad one

every once in a while but the good out number the bad. Just real [unclear].

(End of Interview)
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16 ft. combine In Al condltiom.
‘Canvas same ng new, priced to sell,
~I1, . Flelsher, Tngalls, Ks. 17-2p

enr Koehn, Maynard. Brown, Inez
Ixochn, Terean McEvov dnd nnvone
else fwlmsm nnme wag uot f,ound on

Evenleg Sermon

730 P M

S . A large crowd heard the Cantﬂm

last Tord’s’ Day. evenlng at, the
“Church ‘of- "Chriﬂt nnd deenly -
' [t WAl one ot the onte

ap-

oy, Hatang ume—ymr_—rrrc—‘hr
Kansas City, please come and vislt
us. ‘You.would,be very welgome, ’

Bincerely, Grace Skevdrls, St
\inrgﬂrot'q Ho-apitu]. Kansas
Clt\' Knn:ma . ’

Thoro was n letter from Denver
Hospital, where the ~hook _marks

-}lnce the school was not out,

from Jumbo RLhO'Dl were sent, but
the
letter WﬂR sent m ‘be read to the
pirﬂ_tlmr—ﬁﬂmﬁﬁhmlwﬁﬂn
‘Aome’ Cstuffed olleloth  toys, nnd
cur(lhohrd toyg, with tho torm

WANTED - To-put-S-year-old-roan.
hull out for the summer. —1. -G,
l’hipps, 11 miles. north ‘and i cnst

_I_luxﬂllﬂ.—lflw&d————u-mfp—

NODICE: It ;nu Jwant ihe care-
taker to luok after: your Jot at the
cemetary, he sure tp see him be-
fore the 30th of May, -—Nels $wen.
.gon, Caretaker, ©Attp

PICKED UI*; 2 stray sheup——-()wn-
cr_\.we .. (-.,rl',om&en. Ingal]n, Ks,
= 15-8c

YOIT CAN STILT, GIZT. haby (‘hl(.ks
nE-Fatrmont-Gream-Stationdn Cin.
arron. - : 13-t

NN 20 [PNNT L I TONITA NPNTIR PE PN

. Mr, and Mrs

sons; Mr, an
Miller; . Mr' m
_ and’ tamlly

RAVANNA- I/

- There were
Lsnﬁtﬂz_m"i(ms
Nuzarene Chur
Inrge crowd
Kuster pﬁ:g-run
Mr, and Mrs
Larned Waer
Baster dinne
Mrs, (Gleeson |
ents Mr, amd
of Alberl, K
Wilhebn,, Mr,
e and..son.,
Koochel - and
Pegey  Millow
Fran hevalle
Mr. '._nm'l Muix
Huyry ‘and  M:
mi('ﬂln of Mr.
Phelm on.8Sunc
Rﬂy erght.

in

fred Thayléss
Ue on the way

Ty, his truck

Mrs, "L R
have  réturne
Minn, They. w
Clty by Mre, 1
slstey Mrs, Do

FOR SALE: Span of blg mules.—

1ty atb Grrden

with cattle Ia% -



